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further things the Ambassador said, I could see that in
Germany any yielding on our part toward Serbia would
be interpreted as a confession of weakness, which would
not fail to react on our position in the Triple Alliance and
on Germany's future policy.
These statements of Tschirschky's seem to me of such
importance as possibly influencing your conclusions that I
wanted to inform you of them at once, and beg you, if you
see fit, to send me a cipher telegram to this effect at Ischl,
where I shall be tomorrow morning and could interpret
your view to His Majesty.68
Tisza was apparently unmoved by this, and did not tele-
graph as requested. Accordingly, although Berchtold had
gone to Ischl to get Francis Joseph's approval for such de-
mands upon Serbia "that their acceptance would be out of
the question," 69 he did not succeed, as we learn from
Tschirschky's report of July 10:
. . . The Minister informed the Emperor of the two
possible methods of procedure against Serbia which are in
question here. His Majesty thought perhaps the difference
between them could be bridged over. But in general His
Majesty inclines to the view that specific demands should
be addressed to Serbia. Count Berchtold likewise would
 68	Berchtold to Tisza, July 8, ca. 8 P. M.; A.R.B., I, 10; Gooss, p,
68 ff.   There are serious grounds for thinking that Berchtold himself fab-
ricated these statements which he attributed to Tschirschky, his purpose
being, as stated in the second paragraph, to "influence" Tisza:    (1) The
Kautsky Documents do not contain any such telegram to Tschirschky, nor
does Tschirschky make any acknowledgment of its receipt or the carry-
ing out of its instructions, as he usually does in such cases; (2) Tschir-
schky, in reporting his interview with Berchtold on July 8, (KD., 19) does
not make the slightest mention of any such statements as Berchtold
alleged to Tisza; (3) Berchtold speaks of "a telegram from Berlin in which
his Imperial Master etc.," whereas the Kaiser had already left Berlin
two days earlier to go on his northern cruise.  It may be .noted that Berch-
told did receive a telegram from Szogy£ny on July 8, alleging that Berlin
was waiting with impatience for a decision (Gooss, p. 39 f.); perhaps it
was the contents of Szogyeny's telegram which Berchtold fathered upon
Tschirschky to serve his purpose of "influencing" Tisza.
 69	Tschirschky to Berlin P.O., July 8; 8:10 P. M.; K.D., 19.

